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Meeting the risen Jesus, John 20:11-23
Growth Group Questions

Read John chapter 20 verse 11-23 and pray that God would be at work by his Spirit during your time together.

If someone said to you what difference does Jesus coming back to life make what would you say to them?

What difference does it make to Mary and the disciples to meet the risen Jesus?

Jesus says to Mary “I am ascending to my Father and your Father to my God and your God.” He could have just said “my Father and my God”. Why do you think he adds “your Father and your God”? For what it is worth I don’t think it’s a little detail but makes a huge difference to:

· how we think about God
· how we approach coming to the end of our lives 



Twice Jesus says to the disciples “Peace be with you.” Why does he focus on peace? What do you think he means? Is it just being free from fear and anxiety or something more?[footnoteRef:1] [1: Notice how lots of the letters in the New Testament start – ‘grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ’ eg. Romans 1:7, 1 Corinthians 1:3, 2 Corinthians 1:2……] 


Verse 22 has caused lots of confusion through church history. David helpfully gave the following explanation – “the gift of the Holy Spirit will enable it to recognise true repentance and the fruits of acceptance of Christ’s forgiveness. It’s not the authority to forgive sins which rests with Jesus alone.”


What difference does it make to you individually and for us as a church family that Jesus has beaten death and lives forever?
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