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Walking in a new friendship, Colossians 1:1-14
Growth Group Questions

On Sunday we started a new sermon series in the book of Colossians. I’ve included a bit of an overview of the book at the end of the study to help you find your bearings. Read Colossians chapter 1 verses 1-14 and pray that God would be at work by his Spirit during your time together.

Think for a moment of following Jesus like being on a long walk. We will all be in different places - been going for a long time, recently started, considering getting started. If you’re already walking with Jesus what helps you keep on going?

Colossians chapter 2 verses 6-7 are the key verses in the book. What do they show about how to keep going walking with Jesus? This letter is written to Christians needing help to see how to keep going. We will come on to see they were being giving all sorts of advise about this. 

The letter kicks off with a prayer. Have a look again at verses 3-8. What is Paul thanking God for about these believers? What does it show us about some of the key aspects of continuing to walk with Jesus?



Notice how Paul speaks about the true message of the gospel, having truly understand God’s grace and Epaphrus who is a faithful minister of Christ. Why is it so important to hear the true gospel from faithful ministers to keep going with Jesus?

In verses 9-14 what is being prayed for? What do we learn about God’s will for our lives? 

As you think about the decisions and choices (both big and small) being made on a regular basis, how do these verses help you to live out God’s will?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ‘Knowing God’s will to look to please him isn’t just about the big set piece events that everyone sees…. It’s also the invisible and small ones – the quiet text, phone call or visit to someone struggling. It includes the way we drive our cars and how we treat those with irritating jobs like telephone marketers or airport officials. There is no part of life that is excluded from the call to please God.’ Mark Meynell, Colossians and Philemon For You
] 


Come back to the first question. Having dug into Colossians 1 what have we seen to help to keep going walking with Jesus?





Colossians Overview
The church in Colossae was planted by Epaphrus and met in the house of Philemon. Paul writes this letter to them most likely having never met them. At the time of writing he is also likely under house arrest (Acts 28:30-31). He writes to them to spur them to continue in their faith in Christ. 2:6-7 are the key verses to understand the whole book - just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him. Or to put it another way the way on is the same as the way in.

How does he do this? By reminding them of the wonders of coming to know the grace of God in Jesus Christ (for which he thanks God - 1:3-8, 1:21-2:5), setting before them the brilliance of God’s gracious purposes in Christ (which he prays fills their minds, hearts and lives - 1:9-20), identifying various kinds of challenges to their faith and showing how Jesus answers these challenges (2:8-23), instructing them in aspects of living as those who have died with Christ and been raised with him (3:1-4:6).  
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